MEN OF POWER
Worcester, he died. Less than three years later, when
the Monarchy had been restored, Cromwell's body was
dug up and hanged upon a gallows "amid the universal
outcry and curses of the people/' In the evening it was
taken down and the head cut off and set up on West-
minster Hall, where it was exhibited for more than
twenty years as a warning to others who might be
tempted towards regicide.
Cromwell's Character and Power. Passing judg-
ment on Cromwell's character has been a favorite indoor
sport of historians for nearly three centuries. One
biographer (Church) ranks him with Washington and
Lincoln and holds that he stands high above all other
statesmen. Another (Palgreave) describes him as a
crafty and cruel usurper who set snares to entrap the
people. A third pictures him as a great Christian, a
fourth as a hypocrite. Milton, who worked with him
for nearly twenty years and probably knew him better
than any other, regarded him as "our chief of men'*
and wrote of him:
He was conspicuous for .... the strictness of his
religious habits, and the innocence of his life; .... he
soon became distinguished by the justness of his opin-
ions, and the vigour and decision of has counsels. ....
He had either extinguished, or by habit had learned to
subdue, the whole host of vain hopes, fears, passions,
which infest the soul He first acquired the govern-
ment of himself, and over himself acquired the most
signal victories.
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